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メジャーリーグのワールドシリーズは４日、３勝２敗で９

年ぶり２７度目の優勝に王手をかけていたヤンキース

（ア・リーグ）が地元ニューヨークでフィリーズ（ナ・リー

グ）を７－３で下し、悲願の世界一を９年ぶりに奪還し

た。５番ＤＨで４試合ぶりに出場した松井秀喜が大爆

発。先制２ランに続き、第２、第３打席でも連続２点タイ

ムリー。最高の舞台での６打点はワールドシリーズの

タイ記録。シリーズを通じてのＭＶＰにも選ばれた。Ｗ

シリーズでの日本人選手のＭＶＰは初。

先発投手はヤンキースがポストシーズン通算１７勝の

ペティット、連覇へ望みをつなぎたいフィリーズは、第２

戦で松井秀に本塁打を浴びたベテランのペドロ・マル

ティネス。ペティットは立ち上がり、主将ジーターのファインプレーと、シリーズ５本塁打のアト

リーを併殺打に打ち取り、３人で初回を抑えた。そしてレッドソックス時代からニューヨークで

は敵役のペドロがマウンドに向かうと、スタンドからは大きなブーイング。ジーターが芯でとら

えたライナーはレフトの正面をつき、ペドロのかつての同僚デーモンは三振。３番テシェイラ

の大飛球もライトフェンスの直前で捕らえられた。決戦は静かに幕を開けた。

松井の第１打席は、四球のＡロドリゲスを一塁に置いた二回無死一塁。ライトポール際へ、一

塁線へと惜しい痛烈なファールを繰り返し、フルカウントからの８球目のツーシームを右翼２

階席へ運ぶ先制２ランを放り込み、ヤンキースが２点を先制した。打った瞬間、スタンドが総

立ちとなる完璧な当たり。松井の今ワールドシリーズでの本塁打は３本目。通算４本目。大舞

台でまたしても勝負強さを発揮した。
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三回表に１点を奪われたヤンキースはその裏、一死満

塁のチャンスでＡロッドが三振。二死となって、再び松

井。右翼線を襲った痛烈なライナーは惜しくもファール

となったが、次球を中前に弾き返し、２点タイムリー。

五回にはジーターを三塁に置いてテシャイラが中前タ

イムリーで１点を追加。さらに一、二塁で松井の３打席

目。代わった左投手のハップから右中間を真っ二つに

割る２点二塁打。松井３打席連続の２打点。ヤンキー

スの７得点のうち、実に６打点を松井のバットがたたき

出した。

フィリーズは六回、ハワードの２ランで２点を返し、ヤン

キースは７－３でリードしている。

松井の４打席目は七回一死一塁。ここは代わった左腕のエアーにハーフスイングを空振りに

とられ、三振に終わった。

ヤンキースベンチは八回一死で、守護神リベラを投入した。ワースを三振にとった後、イバネ

スに中越え二塁打を許したものの、続くフェリスを捕邪飛に打ち取り、試合はいよいよ最終回

に突入。最後の打者、ビクトリーノをリベラがニゴロにとると、スタンドが膨れ上がったように

歓喜が爆発した。

【Ｗシリーズ】松井秀、７年目で悲願達成 勝利至上が実を結ぶ

【Ｗシリーズ】ヤンキースＶ、松井秀も歓喜の輪に
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ヤンキースの松井秀喜選手の試合後、日本人記者との一問一

答は次の通り。

－－今の気持ちは

「うーん。なんか、ねえ、夢みたいですね。はい」

－－チャンピオンになってどうか

「うーん。そうですね。長かったですね。ヤンキースは毎年のよ

うにワールドシリーズに出ていたんですけどね。長かったです

ね」

－－近年はけがで悔しい思いもしたのでは

「どんな時も、野球がしたい、勝ちたい、いいプレーしたい。その気持ちはずっとありましたの

で、つらいことはなかったですね」

－－ワールドシリーズとは

「最も大きな目標でしたし。へへへ。なんて言ったらいいんだろう」

－－存在感を示せたのでは

「そういうわけでもないですが、本当にいいプレーができましたよね。本当にびっくりです」

－－おめでとうございます

「ありがとうございます」

続いて行われた米国人記者との一問一答は次の通り。
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－－今の気持ちは

「信じられない。自分自身が驚いています」

－－日本でも優勝経験があるが、米国での優勝はどうか

「また違った喜びがありますね。今は本当に最高ですね。それ

以外にない」

－－今年で契約年は最後だが、自身の中では、この優勝を守

るためにもう一度戦う気持ちはあるか

「そうなればいいですね。やっぱり僕はニューヨークが好きだ

し、ヤンキースが好きだし、チームメートが好きだし、ここのす

べてが好きなので」

（発言が英訳されると、スタジアムを埋めた観衆が一度に沸いた）

【Ｗシリーズ】松井秀、７年目で悲願達成 勝利至上が実を結ぶ

【Ｗシリーズ】ヤンキースＶ、松井秀も歓喜の輪に

【Ｗシリーズ】両先発、本来の投球できず

【Ｗシリーズ】不振のハワードにようやく一発

【Ｗシリーズ】松井秀、大一番で先制の大本塁打

【Ｗシリーズ】ジラルディ監督「地元でのチャンスは特別」

【Ｗシリーズ】死球のフィリーズ・ビクトリノが復帰

【Ｗシリーズ速報】松井悲願の世界一 大爆発６打点、先制２ランで

ＭＶＰも

[PR] ２０組限定！冬休みの８リゾート体験宿泊が激安！箱根・京都

[PR] あおぞら銀行ネット支店のキャンペーンで３千円分商品券をゲット
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Bauman: Order restored in baseball world

Six games, five rings, four Yankees

Boss not on hand, but Yanks pay homage

Pettitte gets fifth ring | A-Rod humbled

In the end, Girardi's pitching plan pays off

From Ruth to Rivera, a record 27 titles
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GODZILLA ROARS

Hideki Matsui's .615 average in the 2009
World Series was the third-highest ever.

AVG Player Team Year

.750 Billy Hatcher CIN 1990

.625 Babe Ruth NYY 1928

.615 Hideki Matsui NYY 2009

.600 Ricky Ledee NYY 1998

.583 Danny Bautista ARI 2001

By Anthony DiComo / MLB.com

11/05/09 2:55 AM EST

NEW YORK -- For a man as typically stoic as Hideki
Matsui, the display was something more emblematic of
his caricature, Godzilla. Matsui, clapping his hands
together at every pronouncement of his team's
accomplishments, listened to the emcee boom out his
name and walked to the front of the stage.

Matsui removed his cap and doffed it to the crowd,
running a hand through his jet black hair. Then Matsui
raised two clenched fists into the air.

"I guess you could say this is
the best moment of my life
right now," Matsui said later,
through an interpreter.

If not that, it was perhaps the
most influential moment for
one of baseball's global

superstars. Matsui, on the strength of his record-tying six
RBIs in Wednesday's Game 6, was named the World
Series MVP presented by Chevrolet after the Yankees
defeated the Phillies, 7-3. He became both the first
Japanese-born player and the first full-time designated
hitter to win the award.

"They're partying in Tokyo tonight," teammate Nick
Swisher said. "I know that. What a great job Matsui did
for us, coming up in clutch situations all year long. He
deserved that MVP trophy, no doubt about it."

In the long and storied history of World Series play, few
have matched what Matsui did in Game 6. In his first at-
bat, after Alex Rodriguez walked, Matsui squared up a
series of foul balls before blasting Pedro Martinez's
eighth pitch into the upper deck in right field, giving the
Yankees a 2-0 lead.

Though Matsui was 8-for-18 off Martinez in his
postseason career before that hit, Phillies manager
Charlie Manuel allowed his starter to pitch to him again in
the third inning, rather than summon left-hander J.A.
Happ. And Matsui smoked another ball, this one on a line
to center field, plating two more runs.

In the fifth, the Phillies finally did turn to Happ. And it didn't matter. With another of his hectic swings, Matsui doubled
to the wall in right field, driving home an additional two runs.

The six RBIs tied a World Series record held by Yankees infielder
Bobby Richardson, who drove in his own half dozen in Game 3 on
Oct. 8, 1960, in a series his team ultimately lost to the Pirates. And
Matsui's eight RBIs in the series matched a record no one has
touched since Reggie Jackson did it in 1977 and '78.

Matsui's output in one sense was more akin to Jackson than
Richardson, considering Matsui did it while helping generate a 27th
World Series title for the Yankees.

And afterward, it was clear which trophy meant more.

"My first and foremost goal when I joined the Yankees was to win the
world championship," Matsui said. "Certainly, it's been a long road
and very difficult journey. But I'm just happy that after all these years

we were able to win and reach the goal that I had come here for."
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COMING UP BIG

Hideki Matsui's six-RBI game in the
Yankees' Game 6 clincher marked the third
time he's driven in five or more runs in a
postseason game.

RBI Series Opp. W/L

6 Game 6, 2009 WS PHI W 7-3

5 Game 3, 2004 ALCS BOS W 19-8

5 Game 1, 2004 ALCS BOS W 10-7

Most remarkable was the efficiency with which he recorded his achievements. Reduced to a full-time designated
hitter this season due to the Yankees' unwillingness to play him in the outfield, Matsui in May sat out nine consecutive
games in National League parks where the DH is not allowed.

Matsui claimed that those days helped him rest his knees, both of them surgically repaired over the past two
offseasons. And the numbers proved it. Matsui's statistics became far more radiant once Interleague Play ceased.

The Yankees, though, fretting over the health of their best full-time left-handed power hitter, did not allow Matsui to
play the outfield even when the World Series shifted to Citizens Bank Park, a National League stadium. And so
Matsui was resigned to three pinch-hit at-bats. He homered in Game 3, popped out in Game 4 and singled in Game
5.

Nothing, though, topped Game 6, the day Matsui finally won his championship.

"He looked like he wanted it bad," Derek Jeter said. "Matsui is one of my favorite players. He's one of my favorite
teammates. He comes ready to play every day. He's a professional hitter. All he wants to do is win."

It's all Matsui wanted since coming to the Yankees in 2003, a Japanese home run king who had never before
appeared in the Majors.

Jean Afterman, a Yankees executive who played a decisive role in bringing Matsui to the United States, recalled
Wednesday how he constantly joked with her this past offseason about his health. Both Afterman and Matsui
underwent knee surgeries over the winter, and Matsui, far ahead of Afterman in his recovery, would approach her
and boast.

"He would come in and say, 'I'm running,'" Afterman recalled in her best Japanese accent. "'Are you?'"

The lighter side does exist for Matsui, a man who last year stealthily left Spring Training to get married --
simultaneously winning a bet between him, Jeter and then-teammate Bobby Abreu. Though he is careful only to
conduct interviews through his interpreter, Matsui on occasion will joke with clubhouse visitors in English.

Early Thursday morning, with champagne running off his World
Series championship hat and down his neck, he slipped into that
tongue.

"It's dripping," he said, proud of the fact.

The question now for Matsui is simple. Within two weeks, he will
become a free agent, putting his future in jeopardy for the first time
since arriving in America. With no need for a full-time DH, the
Yankees are not likely to re-sign him. And until  this year, it seemed
unlikely that any team would take a chance on a 35-year-old slugger
whose power seemed to have vanished.

It is possible that Matsui could retire -- and as far as swan songs go,
his would be both poetic and explosive. But Matsui's World Series MVP performance allowed him to prove on a
national stage that he can still hit with authority, against the very best pitchers on either side of the Pacific. As far as
Matsui is concerned, he would like to continue doing it.

"I hope so," he told the still-assembled crowd at Yankee Stadium after accepting his MVP award. "I love New York. I
love the Yankees. I love the fans here."

Love and contract extensions do not always mesh, and that conversation is best held for another day.

Until  then, trophies will do best.

"Being here, winning the World Series, becoming world champions," Matsui said, "that's what you strive for."

Anthony DiComo is a reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs.
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